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of his Christian names was ancient and the other
modern, while the principle of Liberty enshrined in
his surname supplied the inevitable link between the
two.

I do not think that I learnt very much during my
Easter term in Oxford, and, pleasant as it was, I was
very glad when the summer term arrived in which I
was to take up my duties at Marlborough. I did so
with considerable trepidation, but I look back on my
brief period there as one of the happiest in my life.
To feel that one is doing something for the first time,
instead of being taught how to do it, is the most
delightful of sensations, especially when the thing
one is trying to do is undeniably worth the effort.
No doubt there is some truth in Mr. Bernard Shaw's
bitter epigram, " He who can does; he who cannot
teaches": but then there is truth of a kind in all
epigrams that survive, and there is not enough in this
one to have made me ever regret my choice of a
profession.

It has surprised me a good deal since the war to
find that, contrary to all expectation, fewer of the
best type of undergraduate seem to wish to adopt it:
it may be, perhaps, that the prejudice against Eton
to which I have already alluded made my particular
task harder: I can only state as a fact that it was
easier to get the best of young masters to Shrewsbury
(where the salary in my early days was ridiculous)
than to Eton in post-war days. I do not profess to
understand it, for a schoolmaster's life, for anyone